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PART VII
Farm Marketing and level of Living
Loce}don for Marketing

Douglas County is situated near the center of Washington State and is
traversed by iwo oross-state highways, .:It is favorably located for marketing
of farm products nationally and within the state, Most of the eommercial orops
and livestock products are hauled by truck to assembly points on branch Ilines
‘of railroids and processing plants in neighboring counties such as Chelan,
Grant, Ckanogan and Spokane, Douglas County hss a relatively small local popuw
lation.and its major commercial commodities such as wheat, barley, fruit and
ilvestock must be transported considerable distances to reach wltimate sonsumsr
markets, Compared with other counties nearer major terminsl markets, Douglas
County farmers have higher transportation costs,

In terms of distance and time, Douglas County is within eeonomic distance
of Sesttle and Spokame, Most of its shipping points are within 200 miles or
five nours hauling time to Seattle. Spokane is nearer, being within 150 miles
and faster tvavel time (3«4 hours) from most shipping points. Railroad time
from shipping points at Wenatches, Brawster and Ephrata are also favorable for
freighting to Sezttle or Spokane,

Trageportation Facilities

-In recent years, modernized cross-state highways and transcontinental
railways together with better trucking and railroading equipment have lowerad
the time and costs involved in reaching shipping points for crops and live~
stock as well as processing plants ‘and . distant. metropolitan markete,

Shipment of wheat and barley is a.major marketing activity, This traffie

. ., uses State Highways 10 and 2 to reach major storage waréhouses, Large volumes

" of Douglas County wheat alse reach terminal markets an the Pacific Coast, Spoe
" kene and the Midwest over the Great Northern Railway system; -

A largs volums of commercisl fruit is shipped from Wenatehee, Orondo and
Bridgeport by way of the Great Northern Rajlway, which serves assemhly and
shipping points in Chelan and Okancgan Counties across the Columbix River from
the Douglas County fruit area, Modern bridges across the Columbia River at
Wenatchee and Brewster snable Douglas County fruit g::qugr‘s'to pool their crops

with shippers in Chelan and Okanogan Counties, .

-

A regent survey by the Washington State Council for Highway ‘Research found
that Douglas County was served by 1,670 miles of roads capable of use for mare
keting farm products, This included 101 miles of primary hard-surfaced roads
and 928 miles of gravelled and drained county roads traversing the wheat and
fruit growing regions. An addititnal SL1 miles of unimproved roads were passe
able by trucks bauling erops or livestock, R R
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grain crop with sales of 926;000. biaghals- valued at about $090.000° Trwdosntad
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most valuable type of cash orops, In 195 fruit sales off farms exceeded
$5,983,000, Horticultwral speoialties and vegetable orops were of minor impore
tance valued at approxinately $275,000.

Markoting Grain
Marketing of wheat and barley involves eountry buying, storage and ship

Plng by truck and rail of over h,500,000 bushels per orop-year, Most of the _
grain is delivered to country grain storage elevators and warchouses for furw
ther shipment to ‘terminal narkets or storages on Puget ‘Sound, ths Columbis '
River, Spokane or in other states. Country grain dealers and operators of
elevators and warshouses have doveloped mumerous facilities within and adjacent
S0 Douglas County for buying, storing and marketing large volumes of vheat,
bariey, ocats and rye,. o - . '

.ot . ~r - Lex wan

Within Douglas County thers were thirteen state-Ilcensed public graim
warehousSes in 1958 with a total Btorage capacity of 3,215,000 bushels, -
Major Douglas County elevators and warehouses where growers transfer grain to -
dealers, buyers and shippers are located at Mansfield (1,580,000 tushels) i
Douglas (560,000 bushels), Waterville (L05,000 tushels), Supplee (360,000 - -
bughels) and Alstown (3L0,000 bushels). In addition, largs storage facilitieg®
used outslde of the county are located at Wenatches, Browster, Coulee City, ~ =
Almira and Wilbur, SRR

-,

~ Teble 27~ Crops Marketed From Douglas County Farms, 1954

T : Amount Regeived Portent ALl e
e of Crop Sold Farmers. . - A
e of Grop % (eldarey. | Orops Seld - . v
Field Crops (field corn, wheat,
vats, barley, hay, grass seed, L
potatoes, etc.) , $ 9,690,446 60,7
Fruits, Nuts and Berries (apples, ' Ce B
peaches, pears, cherries, S S AT
spricots, grapes, ete,) 59983,5L6 35 o
Horticultural Specialties (trees, - : . -
shrubs, eut flevers, plants, o
buibs, seeds, etc,) ' 260,500 1,6
Vegetables (dry onions, ‘tomatees, ' ' © T
cabbugd, sueumbers, carrots, . ' ’ S
ete.) | . o 1,038 AR
Total amount recsived by =~ - - _ '
. ‘farmers for cash srops $15,918,910

Source: U.S, Census, Agriculture
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7 Hhe sahid meie fam prodici parketing estivtty in Douglao Cointy Ls the
buying, gracing, packing and shipping of the area?s large tree fruit prod
‘tion, led by apples, growers received over $5,900,000 for fiuit in the 195k
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g - Douglas, Colnty. fruft marketing ig-closely tied in with tiat .of -Chelim and
. Okanogati Dounties, Douglas Counly.fyuit:is-handled through-a wellsdeveloped
"r.eystem of cooperatives and independent.fruit.marketing -agencies:located-ir the
Upper ‘Columbia River Valley from Wenatchee.to Brewster. Orowers participate
A8 elght Trult marketing.cooperatives: located in the Wenatchee district; three

“Tat”Chelan and two ‘e4dli a%, Entfat, Pateros and Brewster. -Douglas:Gounty-fruit
45 trucked and ferried doross the Columbia River to these major fruit shipping
. -points, . Douglas.County apples, peaches, pears:and-cherries are merged with the
pplies from Ghelan and, Okanpgan: Counties for: reil..shipment tb major urban
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hroughout, the Unifed. Statesy - -
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tes for 1957 47
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. wholesale markets
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‘Tot 1957, indicate. that- Douglas Courty frult’shipments ine
2080 canloads:iof- all--specieg,- ;

f.ve'. TY Ry S IR ¥ , A PN TYoEL. R SRy . of s\ Tm’h" mludefi’Bm
. cS8T108dS" of . ADD1RS, 130 of pears,; 100.of peaches,,25 of apricots and. 25'ef
" ewedt cherries, In terms of sale value to farmers; apple- shipaents'in 1956

wers about $3;850,000, pears $180,000, peaches $160,000, apricots $37;000{and
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sweet cherries $75,000,
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Marketing Iivespsok i v 1 L- i R
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Idve animals soid ‘for slaughter and as feeders and breeding stock are re.

latively minor when compared‘to the value of Douglas County's yearly ‘shipments
~of graif and fruit, In 195l Tive.anipals-other than poultry-mads up only
about kL percent of all agricultural marketing, Sales:of live -animals iamounted
to aboub $638,000, A:breakwdown of sales.showed 24200 head of catvie for
$242,590, L,256 calves -for-$315,850,.1,720 hogs for $46,360 and. 30 sheep for
$7,180, 'Live aninals were trucked of Faskwshipped to. auction.yands st Coules
City and Okanogan or to terminal livestock parkets in the Wenatchee, Spokane
. and Seattls argas, Many .sales were feedera shipped-to feeding-yards in the
Columbia Bastr, Kittitas Valley and Yal na: Valley, ' Country buyers: for: packing
plants or.feeding yards purchase large lots.of live.animala: fron: Douglas County

ranchers, Over 275 farms. inthe county-pade sales .of cattle and‘ ealves during

106k

—7 S B ';w,,ﬂ e .
. . B ] :::d: ) _2 . . . R 3 ..;j e , R o ‘:‘.' (13 ): lom
Marketing Poultry and Bgge" . - T
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- Douglas.County. poultrymen sell mainly to a-local and morth-central Washe

_ington mariset,. There.is A’ small, surplne.of- eggs:and turkeys which are sold in
the Wenatchee, Chelan and&‘ma&er and-Grand:Coulee trade areas, Fryer chickens

”’--,n_-un----ht-w-h.------bnn-n-w-----.a—--

-1/ U,-8, Depsrtment-of Agriculture,~AMS; and Weshingtén State Déparfment of
Agrionlture, . Washington Friit Crops, data for 1940-1956. . Mimeographed. -
| Washingtion Uron andlivestoek fieporting Service, 348 Federal Office. Bldgs,
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are brought into the county from other regions, In 195} about $200,000 worth

of poultry and oggs were marketed, Fresh eggs were the most important item,
About 240 different farms sold eggs to ege candling and packaging plants or
retailed them off their premises. Egg sales brought in over $11,500, The
Wenatchee trade ares was the principal market ocutlet, A Washington Farmers

Cooperative egg plant at Wenatches is an important channel of marketing,

In 1954, ecnmercial turkey raising was on a declins. There were nine come

mercial turkey reising operations. Altogether, they marketed about 6,000 birds
for returns totaling $18,000, -

... Teble 28,~ Iivestock and Livestock Products Marketed
. Douglas County, 1554

Ciass of Livestock Quantity Amount Received
" Producis Sold Marketed by Farmers

Dairy Products
Whole milkeewsmwereomemmn| 329,119 1lbs, $ 13,065

Butterfat - - 21’511 11389 .-11 2
Total all dairy products $ m%o' o

Poultry and poultry products '
Chickengme=e - 47,939 birds $ LbL,130 S
EggBmnonronenmaecaaneana | 334,400 dozen 141,549 -
. Turkeys, ducks, geeser=--| 6,000 birds 18,053 S
Total all poultry & poultry products $203,7:2
Animals sold glive

Cattle — 2,200 head $2l2,5¢2
Calvegme= - h,256 head 315 ,856
Hogs and pigs - 1,721 head 66,359
Sheep and lambGee—rerewess 431 head 7,177
Horses and mlegmeonnenne 50 head 2
.. Total all animals sold alive $63L,919
Other livestook and livestock
products golde- - - o 2 e $ 3,082

Total amount received for 1livestock .
and livestock products $866,223 -

Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture
Agricultural Income Compared to Other Income Sources

Agriculture is the most important segment -of the Douglas County economy,
Although construction, government and service trade employment has been ine
oreasing, agricultural incomé in' 1954 accounted for over one~third the total,
Het profits from sales of produets of?f farms together with farm labor peyrolls
amounted to $10,766,000 in 1952 according to a Washington State College study.1/

Bi-ﬂnu|=Hﬂhvnbnnn'“-u-u-nn-------‘nﬁ ----- n?;_

1/ John A, Guthrie and Stanley Boyle, State College of Washington, School of
Business, Bureau of Econemic and Business Research, County Income Peyments
in Washington, 1950-1952, Bulletin No, 26, August 1954, Pullman, Wash,
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= Net. agricul’rural indome ‘of Sfarm GPerators; ‘atid LaTh Tabby {hoome ‘has Bedn :Ln-
- c;;eafa#.ng in recent yearsigoing from $9,872,000 102950 0§30, 766,000 1n 1952,

4 - Net: dneluded in the sgricultumnt "ﬂlmsh;u “ave the jebs whilsh' the privAry agiie
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. cultn"al production crea;ses :'m s%bi:- mg», paaxaging and tranaportation.
| Table 29,,- %Eypes and Sources of ‘Income 1950-1952, Douglas’ Gount.y _/
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Perceniage; of -County

'I'ype and Sourca e Lgame in-Delisrs by Years :
Pl — |- Inccmy by Years.
of Inoone O S U5 AN G N I -G L .5 W
Agriculture ‘;5;&g9&§¥%3099 $ 533@5,900 310,7665090 - 4849:0%- 309 38,0
Consiruoticn lsy195,000%: ©7,72250004 '9,12.&,000 1949 | 32.2| 3242
- Goveramens - | 2,487,000] 3,3>1;000, 3,700, 1108 | 20| 231
Manufacturing' | - T i ~ T e
;Ser‘)’i."q . i h56,000 - 2.0 ; 2,0 1.6
Transpor‘bation T . - : I R
Comminigation . . BRRCTERE B § '
and Ttilities- 823,000 3.3 2,91 2,9
Trade - =! : -1,189«000~ ko7 32 La8 Lo2
. Miscellaneous .| 206,000 .. 1,3 o9 K
- Property Income'|” 1:016»000)'_‘_ bos |- Le2]| 3.6
Other Income . | 1,39 | 1,007,000 . 6461 Lsl|_ 3.5
Totall - $21,os" 000 [48k ‘698,322 ooo 100.0 100,40 | 200,0

1/ John A. "uthrie and ‘Staniley’ E‘ Boyl g uunt oms Paymernts in Washington
1950-3.552,. - Pullman, Wash, Imhington ate. o ege, uaz;m n No, 26.

# Less than que-nau of 1 percenr. and inciuded m maceuaneour.
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Emsnditurﬁa connected wit i‘; agn.eﬁltﬁral pfamieuoﬁ reduse’ the net income

a farmer Yeceives as prof:l‘ba fram sales-of crops-and-livestock: In the Census
of 195L, farmers in Douglas County: mparted a total expanse of 53,5?5,655 for
iabor, pet-ro.ueum produc’os, feed, machine:hire and fertilizers and other matere
ials and :sr.u: H.Uuu. The noney. y‘.emg“miiers»am farmers. 5?&1‘.‘.0 101' ‘GIB.:G items
supperts 2 Yarge share of the commercial aciivity in the citiss and towns,
Farms reprezont a substantial market-for.many- services and materials supplied
through Fast Wenatchee, Bridgeport, Mansf:aeid and- Waterv* lle.

Table 30.- Speci.fied Farm E;gpenditures in 1954, Douglas County

' '.t‘ o

A i

‘I‘ype of o T R ome ﬁeﬁd’ﬁwe of | ‘AVGI‘:Lga
- —Dﬂ?enaxture o ] Rejp%ti’&g_ all Farms - | P@rpm
N "_“-Hachine hireouc.o-o-onooo.cooniig;u1;58 1§ 193’7'352 o s hf_j.{lO“ :
' Hired 1“"“"---"-"- veevsrensnd 0 THB: |1 2,100,222 2»9:793?
; " Feed for livestock and poultry.f. 501 .« . . 382,huk. © 763,30 ¢ .
S Gascline; 5. petroieum fucl & oi3 | T 89L.. |- 722,18 810383
R "Gomnercial fer‘b liz.ero“....c._ . 816 | - L?h,789* . - 3387 . -
- Lime and il ing matertalsyyevy - T Sl
_— Total pr‘eduction r,ostsam...,. foor R I 5-3-?73—;55'5 SN

Soun..a: e s, census, Agricul PEY)




Crop and Livestock Reporting Service Bulletin k7

v g
A e *

The greatest production cost in Douglas County agriculture is the total . ..:
gmount spent by fruit growers and grain -producers. for. hired labor, Wages pald
in sesscnal orchard care and fruit harfesting are major iteéms. This, together
with seagsonal wages in grain secding and harvesting and livésteck ranching oxe
coedod $2,100,000 during 1954, Thore were 715 farms using hired labor and =
average wage payments were over $2,900 per farm,. A,@acond major cost is for
gasoline and petrolsum products used heavily in mechamized wheat and other gmall’
grzin production and in cultivation of fruit orchards, . Fuel and oil for trage:
tors and trucks cost nearly $722,500 during 195k, Douglas County farms were,
also a market for nearly $175,000 worth of commercisl fertilizers duping the * -
last Census year, . U ‘ . Lo e

F P

Level of Livina on'Dopjdas County Farms

~. "~ Qn the whole, farm people have not enjoyed.ag High a level of living as

Qity people, Farm incemes are lower on the avexmage than urban incomes, Bge
cause of the leolated location of many farms, .sych.conveniences as elestrioity,
hot and cold running-water and telephonss have npt been as easily available to
farm families, This is the general situstion in American agriculture. =

-~
A

'In Washidgton State and Douglds County partipqlarly, however, the farm ©

population compares quite favorably with othsr peptlation groups in conveniences
of modern living, The farm family levelwof=living index for the United States

was 122 in 1950, With an index of 15k, Washington ranked sleventh among the '
B‘IFEWB. - ._“".',I"'

Table 3l.~ Indices of Level of living of Douglas County Farm.
Families, 1950 Compared with State and National Averages

ot
-4

Eareentaga of total farm ?amiliee with usteﬁ
Index Items - index 1tems
United States | Washington | Douglas County

Farm Family Level-of-lLiving 122 15h 185
Median Income per Family $1,567 $2,380 $2,735
Electricity ‘ 7843% 92,5% 85,18
Electric Hot Water Heater 174 Lo. 61,3
Electrio Washing Machine 5847 85l 7648
Home Freagers 12,1 14,5 18,6
Mech, Refrigerators 62,7 77:4 92,5
Telephone 38,2 575 66,3
Hot and Cold Water Plumbing 23,8 704 5849
Central Hgating 18,1 17.8 26,8
Houses with More than Ome

Person per Room 22,3 15,7 15,8
Automobiles 63.0 77 .6 88.5
Travel 10 Milses or MNore

to Trading Center 21.L 2045 Llied

Source: Walter L,-Slooum and Carol L, Stonsy The Farm Peopls of
SURIEEE %gg%_on at Mid-Century. -State.College ashington,
i Washington Agrie, Fxp ,"'m“s_gtauom. Bulletin 557, February .

1955, Pulltiag, Washington,
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ditar 15110«,“;@ tm;w@l—nf-ddﬁmg :l »An Douglds couhty- 1956* wvas 185,

5 e - ! opak averige. - Al sodbrn’ and- Kighidagtee
m.g;;;,.:;, iral’ electmomen bt-mblic -utdiity distriots-amt: private powei' ﬁm..

féﬁs-g‘g;rnnMﬂenMc of high farnehome: 1iving: standards, A high average

1y.dncome:4n the. fruit and:wheat: growing aréus:is-inother factor,

--Tarm homes a¥e. . Dear:or: ava!e'z:tatnzavaﬁ of 1N 4% of electriecal
fo anoes; . 1epheggp;»plumbimmndﬁcbm heating, It is above the national
ezt ® »_;;agg uim nearly: lll index:items-used to: Judge ‘rural farm 1iving-standards and
housing-conditions,.  In the Washington:Stats College study of 2955, ‘Dolglas
aruounty. was. tied: sor*ft.ﬁth withoGimnt *County in. ﬁha zrmﬁngfct Wa’ﬁhingtﬁm&mm—.
tios as to standards or lavela-of-living. 1/ £, LA

PR

As history and statistics presented izinthiles. Q'*ﬂiﬁm ~"n ‘Eas
County agirdoulture 1s a reaord of . progrou 2 by its %&ﬁtgiﬁm pe ie.,mgn less
2s4R8.8 leanturyy thoss tbo shaxe:chosen:to-2ive. lon the-0dil Have Md‘e 4% an
~DqEband, fayning countys-Ive mNenohefivit ApecIKItY faree, -wHést anid *cmle
e M _A&are basis Yor.the mconqriegfelwboing foff Hite atee’ i Soe i
*yJ“ iy

D farms
A-eours gnd Wholesome Wayiof kifie Lor s ‘N @iiToy sd "in "the “new
ni’ m,t -the juppep Colunbie: Hiwar: Valkeyy: Eaoly buvchiid, Whsat -or Sattle

anch stands as & 1iving monument to the eptFit of emterprise and progress and

hv.ﬂ‘ Yha agriculturdsts who haveshosensthéir- hukes: in 4l Colubia River
PRI g%ﬁ dhe- high .putommmm‘ww&wcmmm
sat, t ,“ 13 g;l.,-jj 71 e o ‘

=¥
N
”

. P
AP LLLTTL [ SL Y
cwr LS . .
T R It Saer g TA IR
P ¥
Rt i X 1
e L e A BRI e e il SRR FL W S L
PR - . e
~'5_-..-‘.-'4‘.:—-i:. LRI T
a aew. ¥ i - ,<<."'
LT LTI sEml L
-t b
w, Yo v et R
, L2
reET N T
)
r
L™
LMY
:
gt L Wi & LR A L L I EOR . '_ PO S S i
- 1— 1- .ﬂ- m - . q q. - - -
> Ju PRt n'? - P‘ K. xn\ !!.uq - w»
b ....,...* ¢
nka$is ”"’u{!?x’w’.’f'

Y/ W ] ‘;;5 d £ Stoneo T
‘t x’i"a%c""iu Eupa' "entxafmqn.,pnﬁg




